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ABSTRACT

We present our cosmic shear analysis of GEMS, one of the largest wide-field surveys ever
undertaken by the Hubble Space Telescope. Imaged with the Advanced Camera for Surveys
(ACS), GEMS spans 795 arcmin? in the Chandra Deep Field South. We detect weak lensing
by large-scale structure in high-resolution F606W GEMS data from 60 resolved galaxies
per square arcminute. We measure the two-point shear correlation function, the top-hat shear
variance and the shear power spectrum, performing an E/B mode decomposition for each
statistic. We show that we are not limited by systematic errors and use our results to place
joint constraints on the matter density parameter Q,, tiraggebe i vE )

1 INTRODUCTION

Weak gravitational lensing is a unique probe of the dark matter dis-
tribution at redshifts z < 1 where, within the currently favoured
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Universe.

ACDM cosmological paradigm, dark energy begins to play an
important role in the evolution and growth of the power spec-
trum of matter fluctuations. It therefore not only has the power to
constrain fundamental cosmological parameters such as the matter
density parameter Q,, and the amplitude of the matter power spec-
trum o g (Maoli et al. 2001; Rhodes, Refregier & Groth 2001; Van
Waerbeke et al. 2001; Hoekstra, Yee & Gladders 2002; Bacon et al.
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sources,
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where ¢[w(z)] dw is the observed number of galaxies in dw and
wy isthe horizon distance (Schneider et al. 1998). Note that in this
paper we will assume aflat Universe with zero curvature where the
comoving angular diameter distanceis fx(w) = w.

In this paper we measure directly the shear power spectrum P,
the shear correlation function y(6)y (6 + A9) whichwesplitinto
atangential component

g(w) =

ro= g AEROL) + Jeo)] &)

and a rotated component

1 ~
Viveo= 4 dOER(0) [Jo(E0) S Ja(C0)]. 4
andthetop-hat shear variance | y|?> 4 measuredinacircleof angular
radius 0

1
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o= o G RO, ®

Note that J; isthe ith order Bessel function of the first kind.

In order to exploit the straightforward physics of wesk lensing,
one requires an estimate of the gravitational shear experienced by
eachgalaxy. Kaiser, Squires& Broadhurst (1995), Luppino & Kaiser
(1997) and Hoekstra et al. (1998) (KSB+) prescribe a method to
invert the effects of the PSF smearing and shearing, recovering an
unbiased shear estimator uncontaminated by the systematic distor-
tion of the PSF. Obj ectsare parametrized according to their weighted
quadrupole moments

0 W(8) 1(6) 6,6,
@26 W(8) 1(9)

where ] is the surface brightness of the object, 6 isthe angular dis-
tance from the object centre and W is a Gaussian weight function
of scalelength rg, where rq is Some measurement of galaxy size, for
example, the half-light radius. For a perfect ellipse, the weighted
quadrupole moments are related to the weighted ellipticity param-
eterse, by

Qi = , (6)
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Kaiser et al. (1995) show that if the PSF distortion can be described
as asmall but highly anisotropic distortion convolved with a large
circularly symmetric seeing disc, then the ellipticity of a PSF cor-

rected galaxy is given by

g% = 5§ P'pg, (8)

o

()

where p is a vector that measures the PSF anisotropy, and P5" is
the smear polarizability tensor givenin Hoekstra et al. (1998). p(6)
can be estimated from images of stellar objects at position 6 by
noting that a star, denoted throughout this paper with , imaged in
theabsence of PSF distortions, haszero ellipticity: e ,° = 0. Hence,
Py = (Psm )Slg obs (9

na “o

For space-based imaging, where PSFsdeviate strongly from aGaus-
sian, this PSF correction is mathematically poorly defined (Kaiser
2000) such that it isimportant to cal cul ate the PSF correction vector
p not only asafunction of galaxy position 8, but also asafunction of
galaxy sizerq (Hoekstraet al. 1998). Thisrather unsatisfactory situ-
ation has prompted the devel opment of alternative methods (Kaiser

2000; Rhodes et a. 2000; Bernstein & Jarvis 2002; Refregier &
Bacon 2003; Massey & Refregier 2004) but for the purpose of this
paper we will focus on the most commonly used KSB+ technique,
deferring our analysis with different techniques to a future paper.

Theisotropic effect of the PSF isto convolve galaxy imageswith
acircular kernel. This makes objects appear rounder, erasing shear
information for galaxies smaller than the kernel size, which haveto
be removed from the galaxy shear sample. For the larger galaxies,
thisresol ution effect can be accounted for by applying the pre-seeing
shear polarizability tensor correction P”, as proposed by Luppino
& Kaiser (1997), such that

€= e+ Plyvp. (10)

where ¢* isthe true source ellipticity and y isthe pre-seeing gravi-
tational shear. Luppino & Kaiser (1997) show that
Pl = PSS PP )SIPS (11)
where P isthe shear polarizability tensor given in Hoekstra et al.
(1998) and PS" and P are the stellar smear and shear polariz-
ability tensors respectively. Thisrelation is only strictly true when
al values are measured from the PSF de-convolved image which
isdifficult to create in practice. P” istherefore calculated from the
PSF distorted images which produces very noisy measurements.
Combining the PSF correction, equation (8), and the P” seeing
correction, the final KSB+ shear estimator § is given by

o= (P")as €8°S Piipu - (12)

When averaging over many galaxies, assuming a random distribu-
tion of intrinsic galaxy ellipticities, ¢* = 0, and hence y = vy,
providing a good estimate for the gravitational shear.

3 THE GEMS DATA

The GEMS survey (Rix et al. 2004) spans an area of 28 x 28
arcmin? centred on the Chandra Deep Field South (CDFS), com-
bining 125 orbits of ACS/HST time with supplementary data from
the GOODS project (Giavalisco et a. 2004). 78 ACS tiles have
been imaged in F606W and 77 ACS tiles in F850LP, where the
point source 50 detection limits reach megpe = 28.3 and m g5 =
27.1. Inthis section we review the data set, discuss the potential for
bias within the source catalogues and highlight possible sources of
image distortion, in addition to the strong ani sotropic PSF distortion
whichis characterized and corrected for in Section 4. A detailed ac-
count of the full GEM S data reduction method will be presented by
Caldwell et d. (in preparation).

TheACSwide-field camerahasafieldof view  3.4x 3.4arcmin?
comprising two 4096 x 2048 CCD chips of pixel scale 0.05 arcsec
(Ford et al. 2003). GEMS observes, in sequence, three separate
exposuresper ACStileditheredby 3 arcsec, wherethe observation
strategy has been designed in such away asto bridge the interchip
gap and provide subpixel oversampling of pixel-scale 0.03 arcsec
in the final co-added image ( 7000 x 7000 pixel). GOODS have
employed a different observing strategy, using only two separate
dithered exposures. In order to optimize the survey for supernova
searches (Riess et al. 2004) the GOODS area is re-imaged in five
different epochs, but to obtain similar depths to the GEMS data
and minimize the effects of PSF time variation, we co-add only
the exposures from the first epoch of observations. This, however,
leaves us with a dlightly shallower central region in the F606W
GEMS mosaic which can be seen from the median magnitude of
each data set; Meo6 (GEMS) = 25.6, megs (GOODS) = 25.1. We
note that the two-exposure GOODS dithering pattern will result in
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a poorer cosmic ray rejection in the GOODS area of the GEMS
mosaic, and will impact somewhat on the PSF.

Images from the ACS suffer from strong geometric distortions
as a result of the off-axis location of the camera within HST. In
addition, the HST optical assembly and the ACSmirrorsalsoinduce
distortions. Meurer et al. (2003) accurately calibrate and model this
distortion from dithered images of star clusters. With this model al
tiles are drizzled on to a celestial pixel grid using a version of the
multidrizzle software (Koekemoer et al. 2003), wherethe astrometry
of each GEMStileistied to the overall catalogue from the ground-
based COMBO-17 R band image (Wolf et al. 2004). Averaging
our final PSF corrected shear catalogues as a function of ACS chip
position, we find no evidence for any residual geometric distortions
remaining in our final multidrizzled images.

A second-order geometric distortion arises from the effect of ve-
locity aberration (Cox & Gilliland 2002). The HST guideson nearby
stars peripheral to the ACSfield of view, making small corrections
to keep the primary target on afixed pixdl. It cannot, however, cor-
rect for the isotropic plate-scale breathing which is of the order

0.001 per cent over an orbit. These small changes in pixel scale
are allowed for and corrected by our version of multidrizzle, pro-
vided the individual exposures are on the same scale. Variation of
scale during each observation would result in a slight blurring of
the co-added images that increases radially from the centre. GEMS
ACS tiles, observed over 1/7 of the orbit, suffer from pixel-scale
variation that is, at maximum, a difference of 0.004 arcsec corner
to corner. Our results later show no significant variation in aver-
age galaxy shear as a function of chip position and we hence con-
cludethat thiseffect isnot significant within our measurement accu-
racy. In future data reductions of GEMS we will include a velocity
aberration correction to the pixel scale using an updated version of
multidrizzle.

We use the SEXTRACTOR software (Bertin & Arnouts 1996) to
detect sources on both the F606W and F850L P imaging data, with
the two-step approach described in Rix et a. (2004). In short, this
method of combining two SEXTRACTOR catalogues, one measured
with high signal-to-noise detection threshol ding, and one measured
with low signal-to-noise detection thresholding, allows us to find
the best compromise between detecting faint galaxies without de-
blending bright nearby galaxies into many different components.
We also use SEXTRACTOR to determine the weak variation of the
sky background across the tile, which is then subtracted for the
following KSB+ analysis. We define galaxy size ry as the half-
light radius measured by SEXTRACTOR (FLUX_RADIUS)! and cal cul ate
weighted dllipticity parameters ¢; and the shear and smear polar-
izability tensors, P and PS™, for each object in the SEXTRACTOR
catalogue.

The accuracy of the centroid determined by SEXTRACTOR is di-
rectly linked to the accuracy of each KSB+ galaxy shear measure-

1SExTrACTOR anadlysis of image simulations have shown that the
FLUX_RADIUS does not accurately measure the true half-light radius (Hauller
in preparation). A good relationship between FLux_RADIUS and the input
half-light radius is seen but this relationship differs between disc and bulge
dominated galaxies. The value that we choose for r4 does not change the
results as the final P correction, equation (11), includes a correction for
the rg Gaussian weighting. The choice of rg does, however, affect the noise
on each measurement and so we choose rg = f X FLUX_RADIUS wheref is
chosen to minimize the noise in the measured galaxy dllipticities. Wefind f
= 1. Notethat alternative ways of defining rg using SEXTRACTOR dlipticity
measures (see, for example, Rhodes et a. 2000) have been found to yield
dlightly noisier results with the GEM S data.
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ment. In the presence of non-isotropic centroiding errors there is
also the potential for centroid bias (Kaiser 2000; Bernstein & Jarvis
2002) which can arise if, for example, the errors in the x-direction
exceed thosein the y-direction producing atendency to biastowards
an average galaxy shear inthex-direction. The GEM Sgalaxies have
been modelled using the two-dimensional galaxy profile model fit-
ting code GaLAIT (Peng et a. 2002) which finds the best-fitting PSF
convolved Sérsic profilesto each galaxy, allowing the centroid to be
afree parameter in thefit (see Barden et al. 2004 and HauRler et al.,
in preparation, for details). We can therefore test if we are subject
to centroid bias by comparing GALFIT and SEXTRACTOR centroids.
The average pixel offset is consistent with zero in the x-direction,
Ax =5 0.001 = 0.02, and very close to zero in the y-direction,
Ay = 0.03 £ 0.02. Calculating the ellipticity of a mock circular
Gaussian galaxy N = 10* times, assuming Gaussian distributed
centroid errors with mean and width as estimated by GaLFIT, we
find that for our smallest galaxies, centroid errors induce a system-
atic centroid bias [ey = (S2.754+ 0.001) x 10°%, ¢, = (S7.14 %

0.02) x 10°], which is negligible compared to our current mea-
surement accuracy. For larger galaxies centroid bias decreases. Note
that the GEMS cALRIT galaxy profile parameters cannot currently
be used for weak lensing studies as the PSF has been derived from
co-added stellar images and therefore does not alow for the spa-
tial variation of the distortion. With a spatially varying PSF model
GALFAIT could be used for measuring galaxy shear, although this
would be atime-consuming process.

When compiling source catal ogues one should consider selection
biaswhere any preference to select galaxies oriented in the same di-
rection asthe PSF (Kai ser 2000) and galaxiesthat are anticorrel ated
with the gravitational shear (and as a result appear more circular)
(Hirata & Seljak 2003), would bias the mean ellipticity of the pop-
ulation. Through simulations of artificial disc galaxy light profiles,
convolved with the ACS PSF (see Haulller et al., in preparation, for
details), we see no significant selection bias when we introduce a
SNR > 15 selection criterion (defining SNR = FLUX/FLUX_ERROR),
i.e. within the noise of the sample, there is neither a preference for
selecting faint galaxies oriented with the PSF, nor a preference for
selecting more circular faint objects.

To remove erroneous detections aong the chip boundaries,
diffraction spikes from stars, satellite trails and reflection ghosts,
each image catal ogueis masked by hand using the method described
in MacDonald et al. (2004). Using weight maps to define the best
regions in each tile, we combine the masked catalogues from each
ACS tile ensuring that in the overlapping regions of neighbouring
tiles, only the data from the better tile is included. Note that the
objects in overlapping regions are used for consistency checks to
test the accuracy of the galaxy shear measurement.

The charge transfer efficiency (CTE) of space-based instruments
provides another source of image distortion. Objects with low
signal-to-noise ratio in low sky background images tend to bleed
in the read-out direction of the CCD camera, causing an elonga-
tion of the objects that is correlated with the read-out direction and
the distance from the read-out amplifier. Over time the CTE de-
grades, increasing the magnitude of thiseffect (Rhodes et al. 2004a;
Miralleset al. 2005). Theread-out amplifiersfor the ACSlieat each
corner of the camera, with the read-out direction along the y-axis
of the CCD and we find no correlation between the average PSF
corrected galaxy shear aong the y-axis, and the galaxy distance
from the read-out amplifiers. Hence, even though the CTE of the
ACS wide-field camera has been shown to degrade with time (Riess
2002), we find no signature for CTE in our data, potentially aresult
of thedatabeing observed relatively soon after the ACSinstallation.
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4 CHARACTERIZATION OF, AND
CORRECTION FOR, THE
ANISOTROPIC ACS PSF

In this section we give a thorough account of the techniques which
we have used to characterize and correct for the anisotropic ACS
PSF. To date there has not been such alarge set of HST dataimaged
in a short time-frame which can allow for a rigorous semi-time-
dependent PSF analysis. The PSF is characterized through images
of non-saturated stellar objects that are selected through their lo-
cus in the size-magnitude plane. Stars can be easily identified, ex-
tending from bright magnitudes to faint magnitudes into the main
distribution of galaxies, remaining at one characteristic size. We
use both the full width half maximum (FWHM) and the half-light
radius (FLUX_RADIUS) measured by SEXTRACTOR as a definition of
size to select the stellar objects, where stellar candidates must lie
aong the stellar locus in both the FWHM—-magnitude plane and the
FLUX_RADIUS-Magnitude plane. This method selects 1300 stellar
objectsintheF850LPimagesand 900 stellar objectsinthe F606W
images. Notethat thelossof stellar objectsinthe F606W arisesfrom
the increased number of saturated stars and the use of more conser-
vative cuts at fainter magnitudesto avoid confusion with small faint
galaxies.

For each star we measure the weighted stellar ellipticity parame-
ters e, and the stellar smear polarizability tensor PS" using Gaus-
sian weights W (r g) with different smoothing scales; ry rangesfrom
1.9 pixel, the minimum stellar size measured by SEXTRACTOR, to 10
pixel. Welimit the maximum smoothing scale to avoid excessivein-
clusion of light from neighbouring objectswhich quickly introduces
noiseinto the stellar shape measurement. Fig. 1 showsthe variation
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Figure 1. The anisotropic ACS PSF measured from stellar sources in
F606W images (upper panels) and F850L P images (lower panels). The stel-
lar ellipticity ¢ plotted has been measured using two differently scaled
weight functions W (rg); left panels rq = 2.5 pixel (PSF core distortion),
right panels rg = 7 pixel (PSF wing distortion). The 5 per cent bar in the
upper left corner of each panel shows the scale, which is the same for each
panel.

inthe stellar ellipticity parameters e, acrossthe ACSfield of view,
measured using all the GEMS F606W data (upper panels) and al
the GEM S F850LP data (lower panels). The horizontal spacing at
y 3200 pixel results from the chip boundaries where shape esti-
mates become unreliable. For Fig. 1, ¢, has been measured using
two differently scaled weight functions W (r), the first looking at
the core PSF distortion with ry = 2.5 pixel (left panels), and the
second looking at the PSF distortion averaged over the main extent
of the star, with rq = 7 pixel (right panels). This figure shows that
the PSF distortion is clearly anisotropic and varies with scale size,
and with filter. The F850L P PSF has a strong horizontal diffraction
spike, which dominates the average PSF distortion on large scales
resulting in a strong positive £, component across the full field of
view. This diffraction spike may therefore account for the claim
by Park, Casertano & Ferguson (2004) that the ACS PSF is fairly
isotropic.

In order to characterize the anisotropy of the PSF accurately
across the field of view of each ACS tile in the survey we wish
to maximize the surface density of stellar objects as a function of
(x, y) position. This, however, necessitates some assumptions about
the PSF stability over timeasthe sel ected stellar number density cor-
respondsto only 16 stars per ACStilein F850LPand 11 stars
per ACStilein F606W. Fig. 1 shows smooth variation in the PSF as
afunction of chip position indicating that any variation of the PSF
in the 20-d duration of the GEMS observations is small. We split
our stellar sample into starsimaged by GEM S and stars imaged by
GOODS, aseach data set derives from co-added exposureswith dif-
ferent dithering patternswhich impact on the PSF. Thefirst epoch of
GOODSobservationsspanned 5d, and al but 3/63 GEM Stileswere
observed in the space of 20 d. We reject from our analysis the three
GEM Stiles which were taken out of sequence and split our GEMS
sampleinto two data sets assuming PSF stability onthe scaleof 10d.
We will quantify the validity of this assumption in Section 4.1.
Our PSF model is thus semi-time-dependent as we use three time-
dependent PSF models derived from fits to three different data sets
selected by observation date.

To model the anisotropy of the PSF acrossthefield of view, wefit
atwo-dimensional second-order polynomial to the PSF correction
vector p equation (9), modelling each CCD chip and data set sepa-
rately. Before fitting we remove outliers with a 30 deviation from
P, and then iterate twice during the fit, removing outliers with
a 3o deviation in their PSF corrected dlipticity from & . Fig. 2
shows the variation in the measured PSF correction vector p across
the ACS field of view, measured using al the GEMS F606W data
(upper left). The p values calculated from our semi-time-dependent
polynomial models (upper right), the corrected stellar ellipticities
e (lower left, note that p and ¢ are plotted on different scales),
and the ellipticity distribution of stars before and after the PSF cor-
rection (lower right) are also shown. For this figure we have used
a smoothing scale of 4 = 5.9 pixel, which is the median galaxy
sizein our catalogue. In this case we find the mean stellar ellipticity
before and after correction to be

g, = 0.0475+ 0.015 ¢, = 0.0157+ 0.014 (before),
£, = 0.0003+ 0.0007 &, =S 0.0001+ 0.0007 (after). (13)

This demonstrates that the PSF correction significantly reduces the
mean stellar elipticity such that it is consistent with zero, and that
thedispersion also decreasesby afactor of 2. Notethat the success
of this correction does lessen somewhat with increasing g, as the
noise in the measurement of p grows, but as the number of galaxies
towhich thesehigh r4 corrections apply decreasesinturn, thiseffect
isnot problematic.
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Figure 2. The upper left panel shows the variation in the measured PSF
correction vector p across the ACS field of view, measured using al the
GEMS F606W data. Thisdatais modelled with a semi-time-dependent two-
dimensional second-order polynomial shown in the upper right panel. The
PSF corrected stellar ellipticities 7" , lower left panel, display random
orientation. The 5 per cent bar in the upper left corner shows the scale. Note
that p and ¢ are not directly equivalent and are thus plotted on different
scales. The ellipticity distribution of stars before (circles) and after (dots)
PSF correction are a'so shown (lower right).

With the PSF models we correct our galaxy catalogue for PSF
distortions using equation (8). To test for residual PSF related sys-
tematic distortionswe search for correl ationsbetween PSF corrected
galaxy ellipticity ¢/ and stellar ellipticity ¢, . Our first simple test
splits the survey into square cells of side 20 arcsec in the ACS (x,
y) plane, calculating the cell averaged PSF corrected galaxy ellip-
ticity e and the cell averaged uncorrected stellar ellipticity e,
determlned atrq= 5.9, the median galaxy sizein the survey. Fig. 3
(lower panel) shows the resulting mean X & /N cqis as a func-
tion of cell stellar ellipticity &; , where for comparison we also
show the average dllipticity of galaxies, which have not been PSF
corrected, as afunction of stellar elipticity (upper panel). The cor-
relation found with the uncorrected galaxy catalogue is not seenin
the PSF corrected galaxy ellipticities, indicating the success of the
PSF correction. Thispromising result will be tested morerigorously
in Section 7.2.

4.1 The temporal stability of the PSF

PSF time variation in space-based instruments is known to result
from telescope ‘breathing’, as the HST goes into and out of sun-
light in its 90-min orbit, and from a slow change in focus which
is periodically corrected for (Rhodes et al. 2000). Variation in the
PSF as measured from reduced images can a so be caused by slight
differences in the data reduction method but the consistent GEMS
observation and reduction strategy minimizes this effect. With our
large set of HST data we are able to test the stability of the ACS
PSF by looking for changes in the average stellar elipticity as a
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Figure 3. Theupper panel showsthecorrelation between themean observed
galaxy dllipticity s?bs averaged in square cells of side 20 arcsec, and the
cell stellar ellipticity &; measured with rq = 5.9 pixel. Correction for the
anisotropic PSF removes this correlation which can be seen in the lower
panel where the mean PSF corrected galaxy ellipticity ¢ isshownasa
function of stellar ellipticity. Note that the upper and lower panelsareplotted
on different scales.

function of time and time-dependent changes in the anisotropy of
the PSF distortion. Fig. 4 showsthe variation in the average F606W
and F850L P stellar ellipticity parameters as a function of observa-
tion date? where for each ACS image the F850L P and F606W data
were taken in succession. This figure reveals a clear trend in both
filterswith e, (circles) increasing and ¢, (squares) decreasing by a
few per cent during the observation period, avariation that is of the
order of the signal we wish to detect. This measurement of ACS
PSF temporal instability isin agreement with Jee et al. (2005) who
show that their PSF can only be characterized from archived stellar
cluster images when asmall ellipticity adjustment is applied.

The reason for the temporal variation of the ACS PSFisnot fully
understood. Fig. 4 showsthat the F606W PSF becomesmorecircul ar
(le]  0) intime, in contrast to the F850LP PSF which becomes
more elliptical. This could potentialy be explained by a slow de-
focusif one also considers the poorly understood strong horizontal
diffraction spike seeninthe F850L P PSF. Itisunlikely that thisspike
is caused by the ACS optics and it will therefore remain unaffected
by any de-focus. A de-focus will circularize the images, as seen
from the F606W data, and lower the contrast between the PSF core
and diffraction spike in the F850L P data, increasing the F850LP ¢,
component.

Fig. 2 shows that our semi-time-dependent PSF correction re-
duces the average stellar ellipticity to zero and this generally holds
when we measure the PSF corrected stellar ellipticity as afunction
of observation date, as shown in Fig. 5. There are, however, notable
exceptions, for example, ACS images taken on the third and sixth

2 Qur consistent GEMS reduction strategy minimizes the chances that the
PSF variation we see results from data manipulation but the reader should
note that the observation strategy of GEM S does correl ate observation date
and declination.



4.2 Isotropic correction

Theapplication of the ani sotropic PSF correction to observed galaxy
ellipticities, through equation (8), leaves an effectively isotropic dis-
tortion. Thisdistortion makes objects rounder asaresult of both the
PSF and the Gaussian weight function used to measure the galaxy
shapes, affecting smaller galaxies more strongly than the larger
gaaxies. To correct for this effect and convert weighted galaxy el-
lipticities e into unbiased shear estimators y, we use the pre-seeing
shear polarizability tensor P”, equation (11). P is calculated for
each galaxy from the measured galaxy smear and shear polarizabil-
ity tensors, PS" and P, and aterm that isdependent on stellar smear
and shear polarizability tensors; (P )% P;’,; .Asthe P correction
isisotropic we can calculate this stellar term purely as afunction of
smoothing scale rq, averaging over al the stellar objects that were
used in the previous anisotropic PSF modelling. Note that we cal-
culate adifferent value for each data set as the PSF variation we see
may well be related to camera focus which will affect the P? cor-
rection aswell asthe anisotropic PSF correction. P” isavery noisy
quantity, especially for small galaxies, but asweexpect theretobeno
differenceinthe P correction for they ; and y , shear components,
we can reducethisnoise somewhat by treating P¥ asascalar equal to
half itstrace (notethat the off-diagonal termsof P” aretypically very
small).

In an effort to reduce the noise on P still further, PY is often
fitted as a function of ry (Hoekstra et al. 1998; Bacon et al. 2003;
Brown et al. 2003; Massey et al. 20053). With space-based data
this fitting method produces a bias as P” is a strong function of
gaaxy ellipticity where the dependence can be demonstrated by
considering that in the case of a galaxy observed in the absence
of PSF smearing and shearing, P? reduces to P” = 2(1 S ¢2),
where e is the unweighted galaxy ellipticity. y = ¢/P? is very
sengitive to small errors in a functiona fit of P (rg, €) and we
therefore do not use any form of fitting to P”. Although this de-
creases the signal-to-noiseratio of the shear measurement, it avoids
any form of shear calibration bias which would not be identified
with an E/B mode decomposition as discussed in Sections 7.2.2
and 7.4.

4.3 Catalogue selection criteria

For our final PSF corrected shear catal ogue we select galaxies with
sizery > 2.4 pixel, galaxy shear |y| < 1, magnitude 21 < megps <
27, and SNR > 15. We remove galaxies from the catalogue with
neighbouring objects closer than 20 pixel (0.6 arcsec) to reduce
noise in the elipticity measurement from overlapping isophotes.
These selection criteriayield 47 373 galaxiesin the F606W images,
anumber density of 60 galaxies per square arcminute, and 23 860
galaxiesinthe F850L Pimagesand anumber density of  30galaxies
per square arcminute. Note 15 per cent of our F606W sources
have photometric redshift estimates from COMBO-17. We find no
significant correlationsof the gal axy shear with chip position, galaxy
size, magnitude or SNR.

To analyse the full GEM S mosaic we rotate the shear measure-
ments from each ACStile into a common reference frame by

i _  cos2¢p sin2¢p "

yit T Ssin2¢  cos2p v, (14)

where ¢ is defined to be the angle between the x-axis of each ACS
tileand aline of constant declination.
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5 COMPARISON OF F606W AND F850LP DATA

Asthe F850L P dataare significantly shallower than the F606W data
we omit it from our cosmic shear analysis, but it is interesting to
use the galaxies detected in both F606W and F850LP as a consis-
tency check to test if our method is sensitive to the differencesin
filter PSFs seen in Fig. 1. Even though we expect galaxy morphol-
ogy to appear differently in the F606W and F850LP images, we
expect our shear estimates to remain consistent. Fig. 7 shows the
very good agreement between galaxy shear measured in the F606W
and F850L Pimages where the grey-scal e shows the number density
of objects. This comparison shows that our method of measuring
shear produces very consistent results for galaxiesimaged with dif-
ferent PSFs and different noise properties, showing no significant
calibration biases. In principle one should correct the galaxy ellip-
ticity based on galaxy colour because of the chromatic anisotropy
of the PSF, but this comparison also shows that the colour of the
PSF does not significantly impact on the shear measurement.

6 GEMS REDSHIFT DISTRIBUTION

To interpret a weak lensing signal we need to know the redshift
distribution of the lensed sources (see equation 2). The deeper the
survey is, the stronger the signal we expect to measure. We estimate
the source redshift distribution of GEM S based on photometric red-
shifts from the CDFS COMBO-17 survey (Wolf et a. 2004) and
spectroscopic redshifts from the CDFS VVDS survey (Le Féevre
et al. 2004), by assuming that a magnitude-dependent redshift dis-
tribution can be parametrized as

> Z
,m 2exp S
n(z,mag) z°exp (Mmag)

where zo is calculated from the median redshift z,with zo =
Zm/1.412 (Baugh & Efstathiou 1994). We calculate z,(mag) for

(15)

y. (F850LP)
0
I
|

—-0.2
|
|

-0.2 0 0.2
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Figure 7. Comparison of galaxy shear y; measured in both F606W and
F850L P GEM Simaging. Thegrey-scal e showsthe number density of objects
which cluster at low shear values (black = 210 galaxies, white ~ 0galaxies).
Overplotted arethegrey-scalecontourswhich follow the 1:1 rel ationship that
we would wish to see between the two data sets.
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each survey in magnitude bins of width 0.5 mag, out to the limiting
magnitude of each survey VVDS, I ag < 24; COMBO-17, Ryega <
24. These estimates aretaken aslower limitsfor thetrue median red-
shift, as both surveys suffer from redshift incompleteness at faint
magnitudes. To calculate upper limits for the true median redshift
we follow Brown et al. (2003) assuming those galaxies without an
assigned redshift are most likely to be at a higher redshift. We place
the percentage of galaxies without redshift measurementsat z =
and recalculate zm(mag), taking our final median redshift estimate
to be the midpoint between this upper limit and the measured lower
limit. Inthe caseswhere the difference between our upper and lower
limit constraints are larger than the error on the mean of the distri-
bution o,/ N the uncertainty on the median redshift is given by
the upper and lower limits. For bright magnitudes where the redshift
measurementsarefairly complete and the number density of objects
isrelatively small, we place a statistical uncertainty on the median
redshiftgivenby 0./ N. For the COMBO-17 median redshift error
we include the additional error on the photometric redshift estimate
where§z/(1+ z) 0.02for Ryega < 22and éz/(1+ z) 0.05for
22 < Ryega < 24.

To convert the z,(mag) from the different surveysto zm(m egs) We
match the COMBO-17 and VV DS sources to the CDFS five-epoch
GOODSm g5 catalogue (Giavalisco et al . 2004). Notethat matching
the comparatively shallow redshift catal ogues with deep five-epoch
GOODS data ensures that we are not subject to incompletenessin
them eos data. We then cal culate the mean m o6 in €ach 7 ag and Ryega
magnitude bin, assigning an uncertainty in the m e Magnitude of
eachbingivenby s/ N.Fig. 8 showsthe combined resultsfrom
both surveys which arein very good agreement, and the best linear
fit
m =S 3.132+ 0.164meps  (21.8 < mes < 24.4). (16)

To estimate the median redshift of our galaxy sample fainter than
megs = 24.4 we extrapolate the above relationship. This is justi-

\ \
L o COMBO—-17 i
o VVDS ]
A HDFN j

1.5

Figure 8. The median galaxy redshift as a function of mggs magnitude
based on photometric redshifts from COMBO-17 (squares) and the HDFN
(triangles), and spectroscopic redshifts from VVDS (circles). Median red-
shift errors include uncertainty in redshift completeness which dominates
the COMBO-17 and VVDS results at faint magnitudes, and statistical un-
certainty which dominates in the smaller galaxy samples at bright magni-
tudes. For the photometric redshiftsweal soincludetheaverageredshift error,
added in quadrature. Magnitude errorsshow theuncertainty inthemean m gos
magnitude in each magnitude bin selectedin/ag (VVDS), Rvega (COMBO-
17) and mgos (HDFN). Overplotted is the best linear fit to the COMBO-17
and VVDSdata. The HDFN datais shown at faint magnitudes to justify our
extrapolation to faint magnitudes of the COMBO-17/VVDS linear fit.

fied by the z, : mgos relationship measured in the Hubble Deep
Field North (HDFN) (Lanzetta, Yahil & Fernandez-Soto 1996;
Fernandez-Soto, Lanzetta& Yahil 1999) shown (triangles) inFig. 8,
where the median redshift error combines the photometric redshift
error §z/(1+ z) 0.1 (Fernandez-Soto et a. 1999) and the statis-
tical uncertainty in each bin. Note that only the mgos > 24 points
are shown for clarity, but there is also good agreement between
COMBO-17, VVDS and HDFN at brighter magnitudes.
We estimate the redshift distribution for GEMS ¢(z) through

i N(i)n(z, meos(i)
TING)
wherewebinthe GEM Ssourcesintoi = 1,..., M magnitudeslices
of mean magnitude m g6 (i), Where each bin contains N(i) galaxies.
n(z, meos (i)) is calculated through equation (15) with zo(megs) =
Zm (meos)/1.412 as estimated from equation (16). The calculated
¢(z) isvery similar to amagnitude-independent n(z) equation (15),
with z, = 1.0 and as such, for simplicity when deriving the weak
lensing theoretical models in the following analyses, we will use a
magnitude-independent n(z) with z, = 1.0 = 0.1, where the error
given derivesfrom the accuracy of thezm (meoe) fit, showninFig. 8.

P(z) = 17

7 ANALYSIS: TWO-POINT STATISTICS

In this section we use GEMS F606W data to measure the shear
correlation function, the shear variance statistic and the shear power
spectrum performing several diagnostic tests for systematic errors.
We also determine an additional sampling error in order to account
for the fact that GEM S images only one field.

7.1 Jackknife method

In the analysis that follows we will often make use of the jackknife
statistical method (see, for example, Wall & Jenkins 2003) to ob-
tain correlation functions with a robust estimate of the covariance
matrix. The algorithm is quite simple, if a little time-consuming.
We are interested in the two-point correlation function which we
first calculate from the whole survey and write as adata vector C =

C(01,02,...). Wethendivideour sampleinto N separate subregions
on the sky of approximately equal area and calculate the correla
tion function C; = C)(641,02,...),1 = 1,..., N times omitting one
subregion in each calculation. Note that for a traditional jackknife
we would perform the measurement N = N gaa timesremoving a
single galaxy each time, but this is computationally prohibitive and
provided N islarger than the number of angular bins, this modified
jackknife method is valid (Scranton et a. 2002). Defining

C, = NCS (NS 1C, (18)

the jackknifed e@timate of the correlation function, C, isthen given
by the average C = C, . The jackknife estimated statistical co-
variance of the correlation function C(6;) in angular bin i and the
correlation function C (6 ;) in angular binj is given by
1
AC(H)AC(H;) = ————
©IACE) = FrsTg

I=N

x CO)8CE) C0)SC0) . (19)

7.2 Tests for PSF contamination

In this section we perform several diagnostic tests to determine
whether residual PSF-related correlations remain after the PSF
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correction of Section 4. Measuring the magnitude of PSF con-
tamination as a function of angular scale enables us to determine
which angular scale shear correlations are free from sources of sys-
tematic errors and are therefore useful for cosmological parameter
estimation.

7.2.1 Star—galaxy cross-correlation

Bacon et a. (2003) show that residual PSF-related distortions add a
component C;/* to the measured correlation function y;y; where

Yi€; V¢

SYs _
G =
€€

(20)
This method to test for residual PSF contamination in the data is
similar tothe cell averaged test described in Section 4 but inthiscase
we look for correlations as afunction of angular scale, not chip po-
sition, thereby revealing any PSF time variation effects that remain
after our semi-time-dependent PSF correction has been applied. We
estimate C;° and associated errors using the modified jackknife
method detailed in Section 7.1, with ¢; determined at ry = 5.9, the
median galaxy sizein the survey. We use N = 25 subregionsin the
jackknife estimate of M = 14 logarithmic angular bins from 6 =

0.2arcminto® = 25 arcmin. Fig. 9 showsthe resulting star—galaxy
cross-correlation functions C3° and C¥*, compared to theoretical

galaxy—galaxy shear correlation functionswith Q, = 0.3,ando g =

0.75. Wefind that the star—gal axy cross-correlationisconsistent with
zero, indicating that the measurement of galaxy—galaxy shear cor-
relations from the GEMS data will be free from major sources of
systematics. For comparison we also measure the star—gal axy cross-
correlation when we have not included acorrection for thedistorting
PSF. Thisreveals a correlation signal (shown dashed) that exceeds
theweak cosmological signal that we wish to measure, stressing the
importance for a good understanding of the PSF.

7.2.2 E/B mode decomposition of shear correlations

An dternative diagnostic to determine the level of systematic er-
rorsis to decompose the shear correlation function into ‘ E-modes

C¥(9)

1 10

6 (arcmins)

Figure 9. Star—galaxy cross-correlation functions C° (circles) and C°
(crosses) compared to theoretical galaxy—galaxy shear correlation functions
v+ ¥r o (upper curve) and y,y, ¢ (lower curve) with z; = 1.0, Qny =
0.3, and o g = 0.7. For comparison we also measure the star—galaxy cross-
correlation in the absence of PSF corrections, shown dashed, where for

clarity we plot 3(CY° + C°).
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and ‘B-modes’ (Crittenden et al. 2002). Weak gravitational lensing
produces gradient curl-free distortions (E-mode), and contributes
only to the curl distortions (B-mode) at small angular scales, 8 < 1
arcmin, due to source redshift clustering (Schneider, Van Waerbeke
& Mellier 2002). A significant detection of a B-type signal in weak
lensing surveysisthereforeanindication that ellipticity correlations
exist from residual systematicswithin the dataand/or fromintrinsic
galaxy alignments (see Heymans et al. 2004, for adiscussion of the
|atter).

Defining the sum and difference of the tangential and rotated
correlation functions,

&£O0)= vioX ViVros (21)

Crittenden et al. (2002) show that the shear correlation functions
can be decomposed into the following E- and B-type correlators,

£ () + £ () £:(0)S €0

- £'0)=

£5(0) =

where

(22)

c0=a0+4 Temsw  Der) @

6
Our data extends at maximum to 6 = 28 arcmin necessitating the
use of a fiducial cosmological model to complete the integral.
This prevents cosmological parameter estimation directly from the
E-modes, but as the variation in the sum of the model-dependent
part of the integral is small 1055, this method is still a valid di-
agnostic test for residual systematics within the data. Note that the
mass aperture statistic E/B decomposition (Schneider et al. 1998)
does not suffer from this limitation as the integral over the shear
correlation function spansfrom 0 29. Thisintegral range does,
however, introduce its own problems (see Massey et a. 2005a for
a discussion) and limits the analysis to small-scale power (Van
Waerbeke et al. 2005). We therefore choose to use the E- and
B-type correlators purely to test for B-type systematic errorswithin
our data, although see Van Waerbeke et al. (2005) for a method that
uses the mass aperture statistic to calibrate £ £(6) for cosmological
parameter estimation.

Following Pen, Van Waerbeke & Meéllier (2002) we define the
2n element vector &; = (&4 (9), £5(0)) which we compute from
GEMS, binning the datafinely into n = 2000 intervals of 0.9 arcsec
(equivalent to aseparation of 30 ACS pixels). The E/B correlators
are then given by a 2n element vector

gFP = £8(0).£°(6) = Ty, (24

where T isa2n? transformation matrix defined by equation (23). To
reduce noise we rebin £ into M = 14 logarithmic intervals from
0 = 0.2arcminto 6 = 25.0, represented by an M x 2n projection
operator 5" = P8,

To calculate errors on £9" wefirst cal cul ate the covariance matrix
of theraw correlators L; = A&; A& ; using the jackknife method
detailed in Section 7.1. Wefind, in contrast to Pen et al. (2002), that
our dlightly wider correlation bins (A6 = 0.9 arcsec compared to
A6 = 0.6 arcsec) are correlated. Note that the modified jackknife
method in principle requires N > n subregionsto calculate L ;;, but
aswerebin L; into M = 14 broader angular scales to estimate the
final errors on £°" our jackknife method, which is computationally
timelimitedto N = 100, isstill valid. The binned covariance matrix
of the E/B correlatorsis given by (Pen et a. 2002),

LER = PuTyLuTio Pon, =

Im

0

wherethe errorson 9" are given by~ LI,



170  C. Heymans et al.

GEMS

5x10°%

T T T T T T T T T T T T

5x107%

8(arcmin)

Figure 10. E/B mode decomposition of the shear correlation function mea-
sured from the GEMS observations. The upper panel shows é'}j“ and the
fiducial A CDM theoretical £%(0) model where og = 0.7 and the median
source redshift zy, = 1.0. The lower panel showssg“ that is consistent with
zero on al angular scales and can be compared to the theoretical model
££(0) shown dotted. Using adifferent fiducial A CDM cosmologica model
to calculate €9 has a small effect (at the level of 10°%) which can be seen
from the dotted curves where we have assumed o g = 0.6 (lower curve E-
mode, upper curve B-mode) and o g = 1.0 (upper curve E-mode, lower curve
B-mode).

We investigate E- and B-mode correlations in the GEMS and
GOODS data separately with the measurement from the GEM Sdata
shown in Fig. 10. For this E/B mode decomposition we have used
afiducial A CDM cosmological model to complete the integral of
equation (23) witho g = 0.7 and withamedian sourceredshift for our
gaaxiesof zy, = 1.0. Usingadifferent fiducial A CDM cosmological
model has a small effect (at the level of 10°5) which can be seen
from the dotted curvesin Fig. 10 where we have assumed o g = 0.6
and o g = 1.0. Wefind that the E-modes are in good agreement with
the fiducial cosmological model and that the B-modes for GEMS
are consistent with zero on all scales > 0.2 arcmin. Whilefinding
this result very encouraging we note that our B-modes measured
at small angular scales are very strongly correlated and noisy such
that in the worse-case scenario, represented by the upper end of the
error bars shown, the B-modes exceed the signal that we wish to

mesasure. This motivates our decision to limit our shear correlation
function analysis conservatively to angular scales 6 > 0.65 arcmin
within the GEM S datawhere we can be confident that the signal we
measure is cosmological and not systematic.

The PSF model for the GOODS datais determined from approx-
imately half the number of stars which were used to determine the
two semi-time-dependent GEMS PSF models, as GOODS spans
approximately one quarter of the area of the GEMS observations.
We would therefore expect to find a poorer PSF correction with the
GOODS datawhich is seen with the presence of non-zero B-modes
at angular scales6 < 1 arcmin. We therefore only include GOODS
data in our shear correlation function analysis for angular scales
6 > 1 arcmin.

7.3 The shear correlation function

Having shown in the previous section that we are not contaminated
by significant non-lensing correlations, we can now measure the
weak lensing shear correlation function y(0)y (6 + A@) . To ob-
tain results that are independent of the initial frame of reference
we measure the tangential and rotated shear correlation functions,
equations (3) and (4), respectively. These can be estimated from the
data by

r(x) y(x + 6), (26)

where the tangential shear y, and rotated shear y, are given by
equation (14). y, = y*andy, = y ¥ wheretherotation angle ¢ is
now defined to be the angle between the x-axis and the line joining
each galaxy pair. Note this rotation follows the initial rotation that
sets the full GEMS shear catalogue into the same reference frame.
We also calculate the cross-correlation function E[y,y,]s, which
the parity invariance of weak lensing predicts to be zero.

We calculate the shear correlations using the modified jackknife
method detailed in Section 7.1. We use N = 25 subregions in the
jackknife estimate of M = 11 logarithmic angular bins from 6 =
0.65arcmintod = 25 arcmin and weinclude datafrom the GOODS
areaonly for angular scalesé > 1 arcmin. Thisensuresthat the shear
correlation measurement at small angular scalesé < 1 arcminisnot
contaminated by the small-scale non-lensing distortions found in
the GOODS data. We show the resulting jackknife estimates for the
tangential and rotated shear correlation functions in Fig. 11. The
theoretical A CDM models overplotted are calculated from equa-
tions (3) and (4) with amedian galaxy redshift z,, = 1.0andog =
(0.6, 0.7, 1.0). Note that we find the cross-correlation E[y;y,]s t0
be consistent with zero on all scales, as expected, supporting our
findings that we are not contaminated by significant non-lensing
distortions.

7.3.1 Sampling variance

The GEMS mosaic samples only one area of sky and as such our
resultsare subject to additional sampling variance errors. To address
this issue we have created 100, 28 x 28 arcmin?, Gaussian redliza-
tions of ashear power spectrum calculated for ac g = 0.75, ACDM
cosmology for sources with z,, = 1. We measure the shear correla
tion function from each realization, populating the shear field with
60 circular galaxies per square arcmin. The variance we measure
between the results from each realization then provides us with an
estimate of the sampling variance. We calculate the sampling co-
variance matrix from the 100 independent realizations and add this
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Figure 11. Shear correlation functions E[y,y:]¢ (upper panel) and
E[y,vr]lo (lower panel) estimated from the GEMS data using a modified
jackknife technique. The GOODS section of the GEMS survey isonly in-
cluded in measurements of E[yy]e for 6 > 1.0 arcmin so as not to include
the non-lensing B-mode systematics seen in the GOODS data at smaller
angular scales. Overplotted are theoretical ACDM models v,y o (upper
panel) and y,y, ¢ (lower panel) with g = 0.6 (dashed lower), og = 0.7
(solid) and o'g = 1.0 (dashed upper).

to the jackknifed covariance matrix measured from the GEM S data,
slightly overestimating the sampling variance error on small scales.
The reader should note that this method is somewhat cosmology
dependent but it is sufficient to estimate the amplitude of sampling
variance for our cosmological parameter constraints in Section 8.
Future work will investigate the impact of non-Gaussianity on our
sampling variance estimation using the cosmologica ray-tracing
N-body simulations of White (2005).

7.4 The shear variance statistic

Space-based lensing surveys to date and early ground-based lens-
ing results focused on the shear variance statistic, equation (5), to
analyse the data. This statistic produces the highest signal-to-noise
measurement of weak lensing shear and can be estimated from the
data by splitting the sampleinto N circular cellsof radius 6 and cal-
culating the shear variancein excess of noise (see Brown et al. 2003
for a minimum-variance estimator). As discussed in Section 7.2.2
measuring the B-mode of the shear correlation function allows one
to select angular scales above which one can be confident that the
presence of non-lensing distortions are insignificant. Very small-
scale systematic distortions are poorly understood and are success-
fully ignored by the shear correl ation statistic. For the shear variance
statistic, however, small-scale non-lensing distortions are included
in the measurement at all angular scales biasing the shear variance
statistic.

To assess the impact of our residual small-scale non-lensing dis-
tortions on the shear variance statistic we can, in a similar fashion
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to Section 7.2.2, decompose the signal into its E-mode and B-mode
components. Schneider et al. (2002) show that the shear variance of
the E- and B-mode can be obtained in terms of the shear correlation
functions (¢ ., &), equation (21), through

dy ¥ 4
2 - - -
y g = . ﬁ $+ (ﬁ)S+ + %-S (ﬂ)SS 5 ) (27)
do o ¥« v

0

where S, and S5 are givenin eguations (39) and (42) of Schneider
et al. (2002). Note that S5 does not cut off at finite separation and
as such one needs to include afiducial cosmological model to com-
plete theintegral, asin Section 7.2.2 We calculate y2? £and y2 £
following the method of Pen et al. (2002), detailed in Section 7.2.2,
where the transformation matrix T of equation (24) is now defined
by equations (27) and (28).

Fig. 12 shows the result of our E/B mode decomposition of the
shear variance statistic revealing significant B-modes on scalesf <
1.5arcmin. Replacingthesmall-scale& . and & 5 measurements(6 <
0.2 arcmin) with a theoretical model, we find B-modes consistent
with zero on all scales. The B-modes shown in Fig. 12 therefore
result from very small-scale strong non-lensing distortions that bias
the shear variance statistic even at larger angular scales. Non-lensing
distortions are likely to contribute equally to the measured E-mode,
making the signal appear to favour ahigher valuefor o g, when com-
pared to the large-scale B-mode free shear variance measurements.
Theselarge angular scaleshave previously been unmeasurablefrom
space-based data. This demonstrates that in order to obtain reliable
cosmological parameter constraints it is vital to perform an E/B
mode decomposition of the statistic that will be used to constrain
cosmology. We will not use the shear variance statistic to constrain
cosmological parameters, even on B-mode free scales, preferring
the shear correlation function statistic in Section 7.3 and the shear
power spectrum that we determine in the following section.

7.5 Shear power spectrum

Inadditiontotheshear correlation function and shear variance statis-
tic of the previous sections, we also quantify the two-point statistics
of the shear field by directly measuring its power spectrum, P,,
equation (1). Power spectrum estimation from cosmological data
setsisawell-studied problem in the context of measuring the statis-
tical properties of the CMB (see Efstathiou 2004 for an overview)
and the methods developed in this field are completely applicable
to measuring power spectra from weak lensing data sets. Here, we
use amaximum-likelihood estimator (see, for example, Bond, Jaffe
& Knox 1998) to reconstruct the power spectrum of the shear field
observed in the GEM S data. Our approach is based on the prescrip-
tion of Hu & White (2001) who proposed reconstructing the three
power spectra, P*¢, P? and P*f as a series of step-wise ‘band-
powers' wherethequantity ¢(¢ + 1) P¥ /2mtisapproximated asacon-
stant within each band. P## is the power spectrum of the B-modes
while P*# isthe cross power-spectrum between the E- and B-modes.
The maximum-likelihood method automatically accountsfor irreg-
ular survey geometries, pixelization effects and produces error esti-
meates, viathe Fisher information matrix (see, for example, Tegmark,
Taylor & Heavens 1997), which include sampling variance and shot
noise. Hu & White (2001) have tested the maximum likelihood esti-
mator on both Gaussian and N-body simulations, while Brown et al.
(2003) have tested it on Gaussian simulations on scales similar to
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Figure 12. E/B mode decomposition of the shear variance. The upper panel
shows 2 £ andthefiducial A CDM theoretical 2 model (solid) where
og = 0.7 and the median source redshift z,, = 1.0. The lower panel shows

y2 g that is consistent with zero on angular scales ¢ > 1.5 arcmin. Using
adifferent fiducial A CDM cosmological model to calculate y2 £ hasa
small effect (at the level of 3 x 10°°) which can be seen from the dotted
curves wherewe have assumed o g = 0.6 (lower curve E-mode, upper curve
B-mode) and og = 1.0 (upper curve E-mode, lower curve B-mode). The
significant non-lensing B-modes at 6 < 1.5 arcmin indicate residual small-
scale systematics that, with the shear variance statistic, are included at all
angular scales. These non-lensing distortionsalso contributeto the measured
E-mode making the signal appear to favour ahigh valuefor o g (upper panel:
A CDM o g = 1.0 theoretical model overplotted dot-dashed).

the GEMS data and have applied the estimator to the COMBO-17
weak lensing data set.

The maximum-likelihood decomposition only necessitates the
use of a fiducia cosmological model to estimate the significance
of the result. Thisisin comparison to the E/B correlators of Sec-
tion 7.2.2 and the E/B shear variance measurements of Section 7.4
whereafiducial cosmological model isneeded to completeintegrals
over theinfinite correlation function thereby invalidating their sole
use for cosmological parameter estimation.

To apply the estimator to the GEM S data, we bin the galaxy shear
distribution into 30 x 30 equal-size pixelsof 1 arcmin?. Writing
this pixelized shear distribution as a vector, d, we then maximize
the likelihood function,

$2InL(C|d) = d'CS'd + Tr[InC], (29)
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Figure 13. The cosmic shear power spectra from GEMS. Plotted on a
linear-log scale are P** (circles), PP (crosses) and P*# (triangles) in five
band-averaged band-powersasafunction of multipole, £. Theerrorsbarsare
estimated from the Fisher matrix and the P## and P*# have been dlightly
horizontally displacedfor clarity. Thesolid curveisthe shear power spectrum
estimated for ac g = 0.8 normalized A CDM model.

using a Newton—Raphson scheme, as afunction of the band-powers
of the three power spectra, P*<, P?# and P*#. Here, C isthe data
covariancematrix whichisthe sum of thecosmol ogical signal (equa-
tion 21 of Brown et al. 2003) and a noise term,

N = Vims I, (30)
Npix

where y ims and Ny are the root mean souare shear and occupation

number within each pixel, respectively. Theerrorsand covariance of

our final band-powersare approximated astheinverse Fisher matrix,

which is an excellent approximation provided that the likelihood

function is sufficiently Gaussian in the band-powers.

Fig. 13 shows the results of applying the maximum-likelihood
estimator to the GEMS data along with a theoretical shear power
spectrum for a ACDM model with @, = 0.3 and og = 0.8 with
which we find reasonable agreement. The measurements of the
B-mode spectrum are mostly consistent with zero although thereis
asignificant detection of E-B cross-correlations on medium scales.
We suspect that these come from the time variation of the PSF that
we have only partially accounted for with our semi-time-dependent
PSF modelling. Our PSF models are designed to decrease the av-
erage stellar ellipticity to zero and therefore when averaging over
the whole survey, as in the measurement of the shear correlation
function, the residual PSF contamination is zero, as can be seen
in Fig. 9. For the shear power spectrum measurement, however,
wherethefield isdecomposed intoits Fourier components, thetime-
dependent PSF contamination can be identified. Note that from the
covariance of the P** measurements we find that our band-power
measurements are almost independent of one another, apart from
the dlight anticorrelation of neighbouring bands which is a natural
consequence of the maximum likelihood estimator.

8 COSMOLOGICAL PARAMETER
ESTIMATION

Having measured the two-point statistics of the shear field within
GEMS, we can now compare these measurements with theoretical
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predictions in order to place joint constraints on the matter density
of the Universe, Qp,, and the normalization of the matter power
spectrum, o g. We do this using both our correlation function mea-
surements from Section 7.3 and the power spectrum estimates from
Section 7.5. We use equation (1) to calculate our theoretical shear
power spectra and equations (3) and (4) to calculate our theoretical
correlation functionsfor avariety of cosmological models. For these
calculations we have used the transfer function of Eisenstein & Hu
(1999) for the dark matter power spectrum with an initial power
spectrum slope of n = 1. To produce the non-linear power spectrum
from this, we use the fitting formulae of Smith et al. (2003) and
we fix Qm + Q4 = 1. We adso use the form of equation (15) for
the input redshift distribution of source galaxies. We consider mod-
elsin the following regions of parameter space: 0.3 og 1.5

01 Qn 10;64 Ho, 80kmsiMpcstand09 z, 1.1
Writing our correlation function measurements as a data vector,
d ={Cy01), ..., C1(0,), Ca(0h), ..., Ca(0)}, (31)
for each theoretical model, we calculate
x2=[dSx]"V3dSx], (32

wherex = x(og, 2m, Ho, zm) are the theoretical correlation func-
tions ordered in a similar manner to our datavector. V = dd" is
the sum of the covariance matrix of our correlation function mea-
surements as estimated from the data using equation (19) and a
sampling covariance matrix as detailed in Section 7.3.1. Thefitting
of the power spectrum measurements is done in a similar fashion
where V, the covariance matrix of the band-power measurements,
comesfrom aFisher error analysisthat automatically includes sam-
pling variance. After cal culating x 2 valuesfor each of our theoretical
models, we marginalize over the Hubble constant, Ho, with aprior
set by the first-year WMAP results (Ho = 72 + 5km s°! Mpc>?;
Spergel et a. (2003)). We also marginalize over the median redshift
of the source galaxies, zm,, using zm = 1.0 £ 0.1 as estimated in
Section 6.

The resulting constraints in the o g—Qp, plane for both the shear
correlation function and shear power spectrum estimatorsare shown
inFig. 14. Wefind good agreement between the constraints obtained
using the two different measures: for the correlation function mea-
surements, we find

08(2m/0.3)°% = 0,68+ 0.13 (33)

while using the power spectrum analysis, we find a dightly higher
value of

08(2m/0.3)%%® = 0.72+ 0.11. (34)

9 CONCLUSION

In this paper we have presented the detection of weak gravitational
lensing by large-scale structurein the GEM S survey, demonstrating
that our shear correlation signal is uncontaminated by significant
non-lensing shear distortions. GEMS, imaged by the ACS on HST,
spanning 795 arcmin?, isthe largest contiguous space-based mosaic
that has undergone acosmic shear analysisto date. Thishas enabled
us to measure cosmic shear over alarge dynamic range of angular
scales, from the small scales (6 = 0.65 arcmin) that are difficult to
probewith ground-based surveys, uptothelargescales( = 21.0ar-
cmin) that were previously inaccessibleto space-based surveys. Our
careful analysis, where we have considered forms of selection bias,
centroid bias and calibration bias, geometric shear distortions and
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Figure 14. Thelikelihood surface of o g and 2, from GEM S as calculated
using the shear correlation function (dark contour) and using the shear power
spectrum (light contours). We plot the 1o and 20 confidence regionsfor the
shear power spectrum, and, for clarity, the 1o confidence regions for the
shear correlation function.

PSF contamination, has yielded an unbiased® measurement of the
shear correlation function uncontaminated by non-lensing * B-mode’

distortions. This has alowed us to set joint constraints uncontami-
nated by major sources of systematic errors on the matter density of
the Universe, 2, and the normalization of the matter power spec-
trum, o g, findingog = 0.73+ 0.13 for WMAP constrained 2, =

0.27 (Spergel et al. 2003). It is interesting to note that the GEMS
cosmological parameter constraints are very similar to those from
the COMBO-17 survey (Brown et al. 2003; Heymans et a. 2004), a
deep multicolour survey which spans 4 times the area of GEMS.
This results from the higher number density of resolved galaxies
in space-based data and the higher signal-to-noise measurements
of galaxy shear which are achievable with higher resolution data
(Brown et a. in preparation).

We have presented a thorough discussion of the anisotropic ACS
PSF that, for the first time with a space-based weak lensing analy-
sis, we have been able to characterize directly from our datawithout
having to assume long-term PSF stability. Long-term PSF stability
has been tested with the GEM S data and shown to be true for the
ACS only above the 5 per cent level. With previous space-based
analyses it has often been assumed that temporal changes in the
mean PSF pattern can be accommodated by alow-order correction.
Per-cent level accuracy in the ACS PSF correction would, however,
be difficult to achieve with this assumption as this work has shown
that both the PSF strength and pattern exhibits temporal variation.
We have identified PSF tempora variation on the level of a few
per cent, finding consi stent behaviour between the F850L P imaging

3 Our measurement is unbiased if we assumethat the K SB+ method applied
provides us with an unbiased estimate of galaxy shear y, which has been
shownto betruewith ground-based data(Erbenet al. 2001). Theequal galaxy
shear (on average) measured in our F606W and F850L P data suggests that
theimpact of strongly non-Gaussian space-based PSFson the K SB+ method
issmall, supporting its use as an unbiased shear estimator in this paper. This
will beinvestigated further with sheared spaced-based image simulationsin
aforthcoming paper.
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and F606W imaging, even though the F850L P PSF is quite differ-
ent from the F606W PSF. We have tested the success of our PSF
correction by measuring the star—galaxy cross-correlation and the
B-type shear correlator which were both found to be consistent with
zero on angular scales 6 > 0.2 arcmin. Our semi-time-dependent
method for PSF modelling therefore adequately corrects for the
varying PSF distortion when we consider weak lensing shear cor-
relations as afunction of relative galaxy position averaged over the
whole GEM S mosaic. When we measure the shear power spectrum,
however, astatistic which isdependent on galaxy shear asafunction
of absolute galaxy position, we find a significant detection of E-B
cross-correlations most likely revealing the impact of not producing
afully time-dependent PSF correction model. It iscurrently unclear
where the variation in the GEMS ACS PSF arises but its presence,
also seen by Jeeet al. (2005) and Rhodeset al. (in preparation), sug-
geststhat future HST cosmic shear surveys should be preferentially
observed in sequence to minimize the impact of PSF instabilities.

We have measured the commonly used top-hat shear variance
statistic, performing an E/B mode decomposition. We find signif-
icant non-lensing B-mode distortions at angular scales6 < 1.5 ar-
cmin in contrast to the E/B decomposition of the shear correlation
function where the B-modes were found to be consistent with zero
at angular scales6 > 0.2 arcmin. This shows that the top-hat shear
variance statistic becomes contaminated by very small-scale non-
lensing distortions out to fairly high angular scales, strongly biasing
the final result. Note that this effect is aso seen in Van Waerbeke
etal. (2005). Theshear correlation function does not suffer fromthis
contamination as the very small-scale non-lensing correlations are
removed from theanalysisand it istherefore this statistic along with
the shear power spectrum that we favour for cosmological parame-
ter estimation. We urge future cosmic shear studiesto perform E/B
mode decompositions to test for non-lensing distortions and em-
ploy statistical analyses other than the easily biased top-hat shear
variance statistic.

9.1 Comparison with other cosmic shear surveys

Figs 15 and 16 compare the GEM S results with the most up-to-date
resultsfrom other cosmic shear surveysthat have placed constraints
ono g and Q. The cosmic shear signal scales with the depth of the
survey and so we have introduced a median redshift scaling* of the
datapointsand errorsto bring the different resultsin linewith asur-
vey of median redshift z, = 1.0. For the shear correlation function
(Fig. 15) we scale by z2,, as suggested by the numerical simulations
of Barber (2002) and for thetop-hat shear variance (Fig. 16) wescale
by 18 (Rhodeset al. 2004a). We preferentially show the shear cor-
relation function for surveys that have measured the top-hat shear
variance in addition, due to our concern with the use of the top-hat
shear variance statistic. We only show the B-mode free GEM S top-
hat shear variance resultswith 6 1.5 arcmin. These comparisons
show broad agreement between the shear correl ation measurements

4 For the results from Chang, Refregier & Helfand (2004) we scale assum-
ing the median radio source redshift to be zm = 2.0. For the results from
Casertano et a. (2003) we convert the measurement from the top-hat vari-
ance in square cells to the top-hat variance in circular cellsusingal/ 7
scaling (Bacon, Refregier & Ellis 2000) and then scale the results using the
median redshift derived by Refregier et al. (2002) for the same data set. For
theJarviset a. (2003) resultswescaleby z i, = 0.6 (private communication)
and for all other results, we use the quoted median redshift.

L Van Waerbeke et al. 2005 |
6x10-4 ® Massey et al. 2005 _
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Figure 15. Comparison of the total shear correlation function E[yy]s
as measured from GEM S along with the most up-to-date shear correlation
measurements from the other groups indicated. Overplotted are theoretical
A CDM modelsfor azm = 1 survey withog = 0.7 (lower) and g = 1.0
(upper). Note all data points and errors have been scaledto azm = 1 survey
using a z2, redshift scaling.
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Figure 16. Comparison of the top-hat shear variance E[y 2] as measured
from GEMS aong with the most up-to-date top-hat shear variance mea-
surements from the other groups indicated. We show only the B-mode free
GEMS top-hat shear variance resultswith & L% arcmin. Overplotted are
theoreticdl A CDM models for a zy = 1 survey with og = 0.7 (lower)
and o g = 1.0 (upper). Note all data points and errors have been scaled to a
zm = 1survey using az8 redshift scaling.

and a poorer agreement between the top-hat shear variance mea-
surements. As discussed in Section 7.4, the top-hat shear variance
appearsto be easily contaminated at |arge scal es by small-scale sys-
tematic errors and we propose that this contamination, not aways
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quantified, is at least a partial cause of the differing results. Other
possibilitiesare potential calibration biases arising from differences
between the various shear measurement methods (compare, for ex-
ample, Bacon et al. 2001 and Erben et a. 2001), differencesin the
median redshift determination and sampling variance.

The results shown in Figs 15 and 16 yield measurements of og
ranging fromog 0.7toog 1.1 for avaueof Q= 0.3. This
can be compared with results from the WMAP CMB experiment
(Spergel et a. 2003) that findso g = 0.9+ 0.1fromthe WMAP data
aloneando g = 0.84+ 0.04 whenthe WMAP datais combined with
other data sets. Resultsfrom cluster abundance measurementsrange
fromog= 0.7t00g= 1.0[seePierpaoli et al. 2003 (and references
therein), who find og = 0.77 = 0.05]. Our measurement is at the
lower end of all these results which we may expect in light of the
fact that the CDFSis a factor of 2 underdense in massive galaxies
(Wolf et a. 2003). If we assume that massive galaxies trace the
underlying dark matter distribution, then we would expect a low
measurement of o g from this field when compared to the global o g
value. Combining GEMS data with other wide-field space-based
mosaics, such as the COSMOS survey® and the ACS pure parallel
survey, will reducetheeffectsof sampling variancein order to obtain
agood estimate of the Universal value of o g from HST.
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