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Astronomers have many opportunities to 
communicate with the public, and these 
opportunities should not be wasted.	


Astronomers have many opportunities to 
communicate with the public, and these 
opportunities should not be wasted.	
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2nd assignment: Elements of 
Style (Strunk & White) 

•  Focus of this assignment:	

–  Good grammar and effective writing style!	

–  That is, take the lessons of the book to heart and apply 

them	

–  Accordingly, this paper should be carefully proofed	


•  This is a one-shot assignment, i.e., only one draft 
with no opportunity to make revisions	


High-stakes	 (graded)	 assignment.	 

Next assignment: 
Statement for Graduate School 

Application 

1.  the reasons why you want to do graduate work in this 
particular field,	


2.  your specific interests in this field,	

3.  any special skills or experiences you have acquired, 

and	

4.  your career plans.	


When applying to graduate school at UMass, a “personal statement”	

must be submitted with the application that addresses the following:	


1st	 draft	 due	 Thursday,	 February	 2.	 This	 will	 be	 a	 
traditionally	 graded	 assignment,	 and	 a	 1st	 and	 2nd	 
draft	 will	 be	 required.	 

Length	 is	 up	 to	 
you,	 but	 typically	 
these	 are	 1-3	 
pages	 long	 
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Critiquing a paper/document: 
goals and techniques	


•  Overriding goal: help the writer improve 
the paper 	


•  Additional purpose: help the reader to 
recognize and understand effective/
ineffective writing techniques 	


•  However, since you may be a coauthor on 
the paper, by helping the writer you’ll be 
helping yourself...	


Critiquing a paper/document: 
goals and techniques	


•  Three readings technique (Sylvia Forman):	

–  1st reading: skim, with focus on big picture. Is 

this a good, clear paper? Why?	

–  2nd reading: start taking notes, but concentrate 

on major issues, i.e., parts of the paper that are 
particularly weak or strong	


–  3rd reading: go ahead and fuss about details	
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Mars

Olympus Mons, the
largest volcano in the
Solar System: 600 km
across (the size of AZ)
and 3 times higher than
Mt. Everest!Valles Marineris, as long as the

United States is wide and 
4 times deeper than the Grand Canyon
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Space	 missions	 to	 Mars	


Why	 not	 just	 go	 to	 Nevada	 
and	 be	 done	 with	 it?	




4/1/13	


7	




4/1/13	


8	




4/1/13	


9	


Water currently flowing on the surface of Mars? 

Cassini: NASA mission to 
study Saturn and its moons 
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Titan: the way we were?	

•  Of all the planets and 

moons in the Solar 
System, Titan has an 
atmosphere that is most 
similar to the Earth’s 
atmosphere (mostly N2 
and hydrocarbons)	


•  It has been hypothesized 
that Earth was like Titan 
in its early days...	


Above: optical image of Titan from the Cassini spacecraft 

What’s	 hidden	 beneath	 
the	 thick	 atmosphere?	 

Video Press Release No. 1	



